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Krishnadevaraya and Sadasivaraya; the Amaram land tenures
were created more in number than during the reign of any
other sovereigns of the kingdom. This was due to the fact
that these rulers had to face continuous wars and concquests
and hence needed increased armed forces which could be
raised only by creating more amaram Land tenures.

The incessant wars and creation of more Amarams
weakend the power and aathority of the king over
Amaranayakas. Any attempt on the part of the king to interfere
in the- landed properties of the nayaks met with strong
opposition. Thus the empire which was built upon a strong
religious base become conglomaration of semi-independent
principalities71. Such were the Nayakas of Chitradurga,
Yelahanka, Ikkeri, Sivasamudra, Tanjore and Madurai etc.,

The Amaranayakara system can be compared to
feudalism but there were sharp differences like hereditary
succession. They held their position at the will of the emperor,
yet they were source of political power. Under a weak niter
they changed their loyalties. At the time of Inroad Narasimha
they showed their allegiance to Narasa NayaJca who usurped
a.l power. The process of giving landsttf the tenants is the
s$me in both the cases of feudal lords of Europe and
Amaranayakas of Vijayanagara Kingdom. After the battle of
Rakasi-Tangadi the tenures of Amaranayakas were chaged

71. Further Sources of Vijayanagara History: Vol. I. P. 299